
CCSL Junior Academy FAQ 

What is Junior Academy soccer?   

Jr. Academy is an educational soccer program for 4 – 7 year olds that focuses on the 
development of the child in the areas of soccer that children can express.  The areas of focus 
are physical, technical, tactical, & psycho-social.   

How would my child benefit from a Jr. Academy?   

Your child will be in a fun environment that delivers learning challenges appropriate to your 
child’s development.  In Jr. Academy your child will be taught the early building blocks of 
soccer that are foundational for future success in the game.  All of our academy coaches are 
certified through USYS and / or NCYSA and are trained in delivering an age-appropriate 
soccer curriculum.  Our coaches will relate with and interact with your child in an energetic 
and positive way. 

Is Jr. Academy only for advanced players? 

No!  Jr. Academy is for children that have never played soccer before as well as those with 
prior experience.  It is predominately a non-competitive educational program.  There are no 
tryouts or evaluations.  There is much focus on movement, agility, etc. utilizing skills with 
and without the ball.  You may see activities in training that look unrelated to soccer; 
however, these games are building blocks for the muscles and mind that promote healthy 
development in the child both for soccer and other activities.  

What is the difference between Rec. soccer and Jr. Academy? 

Jr. Academy is non-competitive in nature, meaning children are placed in a player pool for 
training classes and play dates.  There are games, where at times the players are grouped 
according to ability and sometimes they are mixed randomly.   However, the game of soccer 
is naturally competitive and children are naturally competitive.  Thus, coaches allow this to 
be expressed by the children within the activities, not through outside adult pressure.  Jr. 
Academy focuses on the “game within the child” approach.   

In Recreation soccer, children are placed on separate teams, have separate uniforms, and 
play league games on Saturdays, although scores and league standings are not recorded.  
There are no separate teams in Jr. Academy and as mentioned before, the focus is 
educational. 

What is the scheduling structure for Jr. Academy? 

Jr. Academy will be held on 16 weeknights, Mon and Thursday evenings in the spring and fall.  
One evening will be for training and the other will be for games.  This program will be 
community based with sites in Murphy, Andrews, Hayesville, and Robbinsville.  Actual dates 
are TBA.     



Can my child participate in both the recreation season and Jr. Academy simultaneously? 

Technically, Yes.  Jr. Academy is a separate educational program and there is no rule against 
participating in both as there is in Academy (U8 – U10).  However, there are separate 
registration fees for the programs and you would have to pay both registrations to 
participate in both.  The schedule of 3-4 days of soccer would also be harder for families to 
juggle, and is not recommended for the youngest players.  The decision of program 
participation is ultimately the parent’s choice based on each child and family. 

What are the options for my child when they move up to U8? 

At the U8 level, children who are ready developmentally are eligible to join the CCSL 
Academy, which is an introduction to travel soccer along with soccer specific skills training.  
Or they may want to continue playing soccer in the CCSL Recreation program.  The Academy 
Director can assist parents in deciding the best program and fit for each child. 

My child is already U8 or above, but I am interested in the above approach and philosophy.  
What options do I have? 

Your child may attend an evaluation day for CCSL Academy in the fall or spring. (please also 
refer to answer above as well as www.play4ccsl.org) 

Is Jr. Academy in a league or association? 

Yes, Jr. Academy is a program administered through CCSL Academy, which is a part of 
Cherokee County Soccer League.  CCSL Academy operates under the jurisdiction of the local 
CCSL Board and NCYSA.  

Why would I choose for my child to participate in Jr. Academy? 

Soccer is a fantastic way to get your child moving, which, research shows, plays an integral 
role in physical and mental development.  Children already love to run, jump, tumble, and 
kick and Soccer is the perfect activity to allow them to express this energy.  Your child will 
be getting all of the above as well as properly being introduced to soccer skills in a positive, 
fun, and safe atmosphere. 

What is the cost of Junior Academy? 

$120, 60 for fall and 60 for spring.  Payments may be made in 2 installments.  The fees 
include 2 training jerseys.


